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Accommodations in Chamber-
lain-Oacoma include over 12 mo-
tels, five campgrounds with many
features and 13 restaurants offering
fast food to leisure dining.

To learn more, contact the
Chamberlain-Oacoma Chamber
of Commerce at (605) 234-4416 or
visit www.chamberlainsd.org

AKTA LAKOTA MUSEUM
AND CULTURAL CENTER

The Akta Lakota Museum and
Cultural Center openedin 1991 on
the campus of St. Joseph’s Indian
School. The words “Akta Lakota,”
meaning “to honor” the museum is
truly intended to honor and pre-
serve the rich culture of the Lakota
people, the students at St. Joseph’s
Indian School and the thousands
who visit the museum each year.

The museum’s collection fea-
tures art, artifacts and educational
displays that depict the proud heri-
tage of the Lakota people. The
facility is more than a traditional
museum; it is an experience that
provides visitors with aliving lesson
on the Native American way of life,
both past and present. The sounds
and images of our Native American
Cultural Center surround visitors the
moment they walk in the door.

Visitors are taken on a visual
journey through the proud heritage
of the Lakota people and into the
excitement of contemporary In-
dian art. Cultural symbolism and
power of the Lakota way of thinking
speak through our exhibits. Artifact
displays of unsurpassed quality
provide a true insight into Lakota
life. Athirty-six foot diorama, using
actual foliage from the area, gives a
sweeping view of life on the prairie
from the Missouri River to the Black
Hills prior to Euro-American con-
tact. The audio/visual observation
area transports the viewer into the
realities of daily experiences of the
Plains Indians.

Visual literacy enables each
succeeding generation to learn
through the art, it binds the
generations together; yet, each
generation finds ways to express
for themselves what it means to

be Indian. The art and artifacts
become away to see those chang-
ing definitions through time.

Our Gift Shop and Collector’'s
Gallery offer a unique selection of
jewelry, star quilts, dolls, books,
cards, baskets, pottery, moccasins,
original art and much more. Come
visit the Akta Lakota Museum
and Cultural Center and share the
culture of the Lakota people.

(see advertisement this page)

FORT THOMPSON /
LOWER BRULE
CROW CREEK SIOUX
TRIBAL TRAVEL TOUR
Located N. of Chamberlain on

SR 50.

Fort Thompson is located
approximately 20 miles north of
Chamberlain on State Highway
50 on the Crow Creek Indian
Reservation and on the eastern
shores of Lake Sharpe. On the
western shores of the Missouri and
Lake Sharpe is the Lower Brule
Indian Reservation and the town
of Lower Brule. The two Reserva-
tions together total 125,000 acres
and are filled with great outdoor
recreation areas and an interest-
ing history.

Events such as the Lower Brule
Fair and Powwow are held in Au-
gust in the town of Lower Brule
where you can also enjoy gam-
ing and great food at the casino.
Fort Thompson hosts the Crow
Creek Powwow, also in August.
Recreational highlights are the
water sports on Lake Sharpe, a
Missouri River reservoir. This is a
great area for swimming, boating
and water-skiing, as well as year-
round fishing.

The hunting opportunities are
the best in this region and attract
sportsmen from around the coun-
try. Fishing and hunting packages
are available through the casino in
Fort Thompson.

The “self guided” American Indi-
an Loop Tour is a scenic drive along
the Missouri River. The highlights
of the drive are a stop at the Akta
Lakota Museum at St. Joseph’s
Indian School in Chamberlain. The
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HVJ Lakota Cultural Center
& Gift Shop

Genuine Lakota Arts & Crafts

Eagle Butte, SD 57625
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The Akta Lakota Museum in Chamberlain is a tribute to the Sioux Nation,
striving to preserve and promote Sioux culture. The museum houses beautiful
displays of artifacts, artwork, collector’s gallery and a gift shop.

(photo courtesy South Dakota Tourism)

artifacts, artwork, traditional dress
and other displays are worth the
trip. The tour drive takes approxi-
mately two-and-a-half hours. Maps
of this tour and further information
on the area is available from the
Chamberlain Chamber of Com-
merce (605) 734-6541.

American arbisans.

Open year- munﬂI!
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EAGLE BUTTE

Located on U.S. Highway 212.

Eagle Butte is the northern
direct route to or from the Black
Hills. As you travel through the
vast ranchlands of South Dakota,
it can be a truly interesting trip to
stop and visit the locals in small
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